
NURSING ECHOES, 
The Marchioness of Carisbrook paid a visit 

to the British Home for Incurablsesr a t  Streat- 
ham, last week, and cpened a sale of patients’ 
work, which we h o p  was a great success. The 
pictoriaI papers published a picture of a group 
of nurses watching from the window the arrival 
of the Marchioness, and never have we seen a 
group of iiiore charming, smiling damsels in 
neater uniforms and prettier caps. I t  is impos- 
sible t o  believe that patients can continue in- 
curable when attended by such sunny faced 
sirens. -- 

According to  the Record, it is proposed to  
erect a memorial t o  Nurse Edith Cave11 by the 
completion of Christ #Church, Brussels, and by 
placing a memarial tablet therein dedicating 
the work to her memory. Christ Church was 
the only English church in Belgium which 
remained open during the Great War, and the 
Chaplain, the Rev. H. S. T. Gahan, wha is 
still in charge of the church and chaplaincy, 
was permitted to minister tot Nurse Cavell in 
her cell in the prison of St. Gilles, the night 
before her execution. The labolursl of the Rev. 
H. S. T. Gahan for the British and Eaglish- 
speaking community in Bruss~ds~ during the 
whole period of the German occupation were 
beyond praise. The cost of the mork is 
estimated at  I 5 z ,000 francs . 

W e  notice in the lay edited nursing press 
all sorts of nonsense i s  appearing concerning 
the value of Statc Registration. Consider- 
ing its determined opposition t o  State Regis- 
tration of Professional Nurses and the nasty 
cropper it sustained when this profes- 
sional journal made Registration a live ques- 
tion, and took the ‘leading jousnalistk part in 
carrying it through, we advise nurses not to 
be influrnced by the dolorous prognosticatiohs 
of the old ‘‘ anti-” journals. We cannot blame 
commcrcial palpers for supporting those who 
supply the  financial grist to their mills. 

Primarily State Registration ndl  ,deal with 
hiRher professional education and ethical stand- 
ards, but what nurses, will soon realise is its 
economic significance. State Registration will 
Soon come tu mean the hall-mark of the pro- 
fessional nurse, and the State Examination the 
Ruhicon, which, the semi-trained, the V.A.D.’h 
anrl other quick-change artistes will not he per- 
mitted t o  pass. The “Registered Nurse” of the 
future will hare power t o  protect the sick from 
incomprtent attendants by refusing to work on 
terms t T f  equality ivith them, and-as permiite-1 

by the Joint War Commit teeunder  the 
direction of the untrained COmman&nt ! 

Moreover the public will soon come to demand 
a ‘ I  Registered Nurse ” when paying for 
skilled uurs,ing, and Government Departments 
employing nurses, Institution Committees and 
Nursing Associations and Homes can simply 
be fmzen out if they attempt to ignore the 
Nurses Registration Act. The Act is not  com- 
pulsory, but the moral force behind it is 
irresistible. Moral: Be reaady to register as 
soon as  the Rules are in farce and application 
forms available. 

A correspondent sends a cutting from the 
Chuych Family Newspaper, olf a letter headed 
I ‘  District Nursing as  a Profession,” in which 
the Hon. Secretary of the Hereford County 
Nursing Asmiation invites ‘‘ p q l e  perplexed 
by the problems of making both ends meet, or 
of starting their daughters in life,” to consider 
the qportunities !now given for entirely free 
training for district nurses. She continues : 
‘‘ Many county councilis now make substantial 
grants for this punpose to suitable candidlates 
aged 21 t o  40 or sol; and s m e r d  county 
nursing associations are ready to pay the whole 
balance of the expense of the necessary yeair’s 
training and C.M.B. examination now amount- 
ing to between A70 and$ &&. Posts are  
guaranteed afterwards at a commencing inclu- 
sive salary of about EIOO, rising ta &120 and 
sometimes more. Many Eadies have already 
adlopted the profession ; but there is still a v e q  
serious sihortage of nurses, and an ever- 
increasing demand for eduoatd,  high-prin- 
cipled women to take up the work. ‘Fa such it 
offers far-reaching opportunities for doing 
goad, not only in ameliorating suffering, but 
in inculcating proper hygiene and saving infant 
life, and above all, in raising the entire moral 
tone of the community. It is indeed a life 
second tor none in LisefulneSs, and is cmgenial 
10 those with a lurn for nursing, and not SO 
trying as working in a hospital.” 

W h y  are ihese workers, after a course of 
six months’ midwifery and a little nursing 
cspeticnce, called district nurses? They have 
no right whatever to any such title, and we 
ronsider that candidates are being seriously 
misled by officials of County Nursing Associa- 
tions in this connection. Now that the 
Uursing Acts have been pass&, these district 
midwives should not he permitted anp longer 
to be dexx-ibed as, and poic as, nurws. This 
class of worker are usually “ certified mid- 
nlives,” .and should be descrihed by the legal 
title to which they h a w  a right. 
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